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Unpublished conference or workshop item
“They needed the attention more than I did”: How do the birth 
children of foster carers experience the relationship with their 
parents?
























































































































































Ibrahim Male 16 Black British  1 sister
 
1 male (14)
Lewis Male 16 British Asian 1 brother
 
1 male (6 months)
Sophie Female 14 White British 1 brother
 
1 female (6 months)
Sammy Female 15 White British 1 sister
 
2 female (15 and 9)
Jamie Male 15 White British 1 sister
 
1 female (15)
Jasmine Female 15 British Syrian None
 
2 female (16 and 11)
Charlie Male 14 White British 1 brother
1 sister
1 female (14)
1 male (17)
Findings
• Three superordinate themes that emerged captured their 
overall experience.
• These reflected the threats that fostering posed to the parent–
child relationship, the processes that enabled the participants to 
manage them and what ensures that they continue to feel 
valued in their role within the family. 
• Eight subthemes were incorporated under these three 
superordinate ones

